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The  year  1915  was  spent  by  Tsingtau  in  adapting  itself  to  commer- 
cial and  other  conditions  changed  by  tlie  Avar.  By  the  hitter  part  of 
the  year  the  Chinese  merchants,  through  whom  im})ort  and  export 
connections  are  maintained  with  the  interior,  began  to  return  to  the 
port.  At  the  same  time  the  several  varieties  of  export  business  in 
which  Tsingtau  used  to  hold  an  important  place  had  not  revived  to 
any  marked  degree  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  products  of 
Shantung  Province  continued  to  be  exported  through  other  ports. 

Shipping  connections  between  Tsingtau  and  other  Far  Eastern 
ports  were  limited  to  one  steamer  per  week  allowed  to  British  firms 
and  to  Japanese  bottoms,  but  these  proved  sufficient.  Ocean  freight 
of  course  was  hard  to  obtain,  and  in  common  with  every  Chinese  port 
Tsingtau  felt  the  shortage,  especially  in  respect  to  exports. 

Formerly  in  respect  to  direct  foreign  imports  Tsingtau  ranked 
fifth  among  Chinese  ports.  In  1915,  with  its  trade  cut  in  half,  it 
ranked  about  ninth;  but  the  port  should  easily  regain  its  former 
rank,  so  great  are  its  advantages  as  regards  shipping  facilities  and 
accessibility  to  and  from  the  interior. 

Temporary  Interruption  in  Chinese  Customs  Statistics. 

The  customs  were  under  the  control  of  the  Japanese  Provisional 
Customs  Administration  until  September  1,  1915,  when  the  Chinese 
Maritime  Customs  resumed  charge.  Previous  to  that  date,  although 
the  same  tariff  imposed  elsewhere  in  China  was  levied,  goods  exported 
from  Tsingtau  were  subject  to  a  disadvantage,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  Chinese  Government  was  unable  to  recognize  receipts  for  export 
duties  paid  to  the  provisional  administration. 

A  result  incidental  to  these  changes  has  been  that  the  customs  re- 
turns, which  everywhere  in  the  absence  of  statements  by  commercial 
organizations  furnish  the  most  reliable  information  about  commer- 
cial movements,  are  unsatisfactory  for  this  port  for  last  year. 
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2  SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

Total  Trade  of  the  Port. 

The  following  returns  of  the  trade  of  Tsingtaii  for  the  period 
January-August,  1915,  are  those  of  the  Japanese  Provincial  Customs 
Administration.'^ 


Imports  and  exports. 

Value. 

Imports  and  exports. 

Value. 

Imports: 

$4,261,561 
810,  DOS 

Exports: 

$1,002,580 
711, 181 

Native  goods 

Native  goods. . '. , . 

Total  exports 

Total  imports 

5,071,569 

1,713,761 

Gross  trade • . .- 

1,626,714 

6,785,330 

Net  trade 

Net  imports 

3,444,855 

5,158,616 

The  following  tahle,  compiled  from  the  returns  of  the  Chinese 
Maritime  Customs,  shov/s  the  gross  and  net  values  of  the  trade  of 
Tsingtau  for  September-December  (inclusive),  1915,  compared  with 
the  entire  year  1914 : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1914 
(entire 
year). 

1915 
(Sept.- 
Dec). 

Imports  and  exports. 

1914 

(entire 
year). 

1915 

(Sept.- 
Dec.). 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 
From  foreign  countries 

and  Hongkong 

From  Chinese  ports 

S8, 141, 192 
4,209,817 

52,620,242 
1,W1,647 

Reexports  of  Chinese  prod- 
uce: 
To  foreign  countries  and 

S577,361 
28,593 

$11, 603 

To  Chinese  ports 

Total    Chinese   reex- 
ports  

3,336 

12,351,009 

3,811,889 

Total  foreign  imports. 

605,954 

12,529 
141, 788 

56,083 
82, 172 

14,939 

Reexports  of  foreign  goods: 
To  foreign  countries  and 

Net  total  Chinese  im- 
ports  

2,013,846 

535,459 

Hongkong 

To  Chinese  ports 

Exports  of  Chinese  produce 
of  local  origin: 
To  foreign  countries  and 
Hongkong 

0,756,294 
4,364,359 

Total    foreign    reex- 

154,317 

138, 255 

1, 9S6, 491 

To  Chinese  ports 

Total  exports  of  local 
origm 

1,880,519 

Net  total  foreign  im- 
ports   

12,196,692 

3,673,634 

11,120,053 

3, 867, 010 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  port 

2,619,800 

550,398 

26,091,462 

8, 229, 297 

Imports  of  Chinese  produce 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the 

(chiefly  from   Shanghai, 

25,331,191 

8, 076, 103 

Decrease  of  One-half  in  the  Trade  of  the  Port. 

The  best  coniDarison  that  can  be  made  betAveen  the  entire  years 
1915  and  1914  shows  a  total  net  trade  of  $13,234,719  in  1915,  as  com- 
pared with  $25,331,191  in  1914.  The  net'  imports  in  1915  were 
$7,653,948,  as  against  $14,210,538  in  1914 ;  the  net  exports,  $5,580,771 
in  1915,  as  against  $11,120,653  in  1914. 

Such  data  as  are  available,  therefore,  indicate  that  imports  and 
exports  in  1915  amounted  to  only  one-half  those  of  1914.  This  de- 
crease was  caused  in  part  by  the  stoppage  of  German  trade  and  the 
transfer  of  business  to  other  ports  on  account  of  generally  unsettled 
conditions  locally. 

Imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1915  were  only  about  one-sixth 
of  their  usual  volume  and  exports  about  one-thirtieth.    In  the  second 

"  Conversions  in  this  and  the  following  table  have  been  made  at  the  rate  of  $0.67=1 
haikwan,  or  customs,  tael  for  1914,  ?0.61  for  the  first  quarter  of  1915,  $0.C05  for  the 
second  quarter-,  and  ,$0,012  for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters.  Quantities  have  been 
reduced  from  piculs   (at  I'.iS  pounds).     The  ton  is  of  2,000  pounds. 


CHINA — TSINGTAU. 


quarter  imports  doubled,  but  exports  failed  to  improve.  The  strongest 
imjoorts  in  this  period  Avere  naturally  those  of  Japanese  origin,  that 
is,  certain  lines  of  cotton  goods,  cotton  3"arn,  tobacco  products,  etc. 
The  total  net  imports  for  the  period  January-August  were  in  1915 
only  25  per  cent  as  large  as  those  of  1914,  and  the  exports  only  16 
per  cent.  Whether  on  account  of  incomplete  statistics  or  on  account 
of  a  sharp  improvement  in  the  last  four  months,  however,  the  figures 
for  the  entire  year  show  both  imports  and  exports  in  1915  to  be  not 
more  than  50  per  cent  lower  than  in  1914. 

Principal  Imports  and  Exports — Japanese  Statistics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  and  exports  at  the 
port  of  Tsingtau  during  1915  up  to  September  1,  as  reported  by  the 
Imperial  Japanese  Provincial  Customs  Administration,  the  S3'stem 
being  ditierent  from  that  of  the  Chinese  Customs.  Values  are  given 
in  the  first  quarter;  subsequently  either  values  or  (|uantities.  The 
rates  of  exchange  used  were  as  follows:  1  silver  yen— $0,397;  1  haik- 
wan  tael=$0.6144. 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

January-Mareh,  1915: 

Cotton  cloth value. 

Cotton  yarn do. . . 

Flour do... 

Fruit do . . . 

Kerosene do... 

Marine  produce do. .. 

Matches do . . . 

Paper do.. . 

Provisions do . . . 

Rice do... 

Sake do. .. 

Sugar do . . . 

Timlier do . . . 

Tobacco do... 

Vegetables do... 

Unclassified do... 

April-August,  1915: 

Beer dozen  bottles . 

Books  and  stationery value. 

Clocks  and  machinery do 

Charcoal pounds. 

Chemicals  and  drugs value. 

Cigarettes thousands . 

C'oal tons. 

Cotton  cloth pieces. 

Cotton  thread gross . 

Cotton  yarn poimds . 

Dry  goods value . 

Dyes  and  paints do 

Fish pounds . 

Flour barrels  (196  poimds). 

Glass  and  glassware value. 

Iron,  old  and  new tons . 

Kerosene gallons. 

Marine  produce poimds. 

Matches gross. 

Metal,  manufactures  of. . .  .value. 

Metals,  unclassified do. . . 

Mineral  water dozen  bottles . 

Paper pounds . 

Porcelain value . 

Rice pounds. 

Sake— 

In  barrels do. . . 

In  bottles dozen  bottles . 

Soap — 

Laundry pounds . 

Toilet value . 


Amount. 


$01,8t)4 

$208, 101 

$5, 901 

.$2,  722 

544,431 

$10, 034 

$58, 551 

$30, 322 

$2(3,  732 

S29, 219 

$24, 750 

$44, 234 

$22, 856 

$113,906 

84, 349 

$216, 814 

30, 242 

$8, 043 

$9, 371 

2,  743, 650 

$17, 196 

705,555 

2,084 

1, 015, 534 

4,101 

11, 630, 721 

$29, 268 

$15, 674 

381,  771 

1,435 

$13, 933 

1,  733 

2, 501, 162 

135,905 

1, 862, 642 

$30, 509 

$12, 526 

19, 573 

703, 353 

S3, 030 

2, 352, 971 

416,062 
1,287 

241,526 
$1, 962 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— continued. 

April-August,  1015— Continued. 

Timber value. 

Tobacco,  cut,  and  leaves. .pounds. 

Vehicles value . 

Vegetables  and  fruit pounds . 

E.XPORTS. 

January-March,  1915: 

Bones value . 

Cattle do... 

Cotton,  raw do... 

Fruit do... 

Hides,  cow do . . . 

Marine  produce do. . . 

Oil- 
Bean do... 

Peanut  (groimdnut)  . .  .do. . . 

Peanuts do . . . 

Pongee do. . . 

Porcelain do. . . 

Sugar  (native) do. . . 

Straw  braid do . . . 

Tallow,  animal do.. . 

Timber do . . . 

A^egetables do. . . 

Unclassified do . . . 

April-August,  1915: 

Bean  cake pounds. 

Beef,  fresh do. . . 

Bones do . . . 

Bristles do. . . 

Cattle head. 

Cereals pounds . 

Chemicals value. 

t^al tons. 

Cotton ,  raw pomids . 

Eggs,  fresh dozens . 

Hides,  cow pounds. 

Oil- 
Bean do... 

Peanut do. . . 

Peanuts  — 

Not  shelled do. . . 

Shelled do... 

Salt do... 

Straw  braid do... 

Tal'ow,  animal,  .hundredweight. 

Wool do... 


-■Vmount. 


$33,810 

9,221 

$8, 927 

160, 710 


$2,323 
$3, 071 
$65,  .591 
?9S9 
$70, 599 
$646 

$7, 797 

$13,271 

$20, 33;> 

$11,270 

$163 

$.818 

$62, 283 

$.5, 999 

$2, 342 

$702 

$143, 265 

253, 609 

746, 933 

754,  709 

30, 932 

2, 513 

3, 893, 502 

$4,307 

3,801 

1,444,407 

108, 874 

473,379 

97, 622 
1,815,225 

1,661,123 

1, 142, 18S 

25, 842, 25'J 

2,620.711 

7,700 

10, 071 
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Imports  and  Exports — Chinese  Statistics. 

The  following  tables  <»  present  the  only  returns  of  the  principal 
imports  and  exports  compiled  by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  at 
Tsingtau  during  the  last  two  years,  namely,  those  for  the  periods 
January-August,  1914,  and  September-December,  1915.  The  data 
compiled  under  a  different  system  by  the  Japanese  Customs  during 
other  months  of  these  years  are  not  strictly  comparable  with  these. 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


1914 
(Jan.-Aug.). 


1915 
(Sept.-Dec). 


Opium .pounds. . 

FOREIGN  COITOM  GOODS. 

Shirtings,  gray,  plain pieces. 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain: 

American do... 

English do... 

Japanese do... 

Shiitings,  white,  plain do. . . 

Drills: 

American do... 

English do... 

Japanese do... 

Jeans: 

American do... 

English do. . . 

Japanese do... 

T  cloths: 

English do. . . 

Japanese do. . . 

LawTis  and  muslins,  white do. . . 

Chintzes  and  plam  cotton  prints do... 

Printed  drills,  furnitures,  and  twills do. . . 

Printed  satcen,s do. . . 

Printed  T  cloths do... 

Cotton  Italians  and  tastings: 

Fast  black do. .  . 

Plain,  colored do. . . 

Figured do. .. 

Dyed  shirtings  and  sheetings,  plain do. . . 

Turkey-red  cambrics  and  shirtings do . . . 

Spanish  stripes do. . . 

Cotton  flannel do. . . 

Colored  woven  cottons .,. yards . 

Velvet  and  velveteens do. . . 

Cotton  blankets pieces. 

Handkerchiefs dozens . 

Towels do. . . 

Cotton  yarn: 

Indian pounds. 

Japanese do. . . 

Cotton  thread,  on  spools gross. 

CHINESE  COTTON  GOODS. 

Sheetings,  Shanghai pieces. 

Nankee'hs pounds. 

Cloth,  native -. pieces. 

Cotton  yarn poimds. 

"WOOLEN  AND  COTTON  MIXTUKES. 

Union  and  poncho  cloth yards. 

^VOOLE^•  GOODS. 

Cloth,  broad,  medium,  and  hah  it do... 

Woolen  yarn ]!0  mds. 


1,388 


138, 138 

41,460 

5,505 

162,382 

74^  047 

5,025 
1,112 
7,620 

360 
37,347 
2,761 

240, 105 
32, 460 
14, 703 
103, 278 
5,683 
7,643 
7,270 

61, 763 

89, 705 

09, 148 

936 

43,972 

0,658 

1,580 

60, 091 

22, 200 

15, 857 

17, 037 

70, 389 

3, 538, 864 

24, 889, 886 

14, 780 


6,640 

44,289 

14,  765 

3, 096, 767 


38,  403 


1,902 
20, 482 


.pounds. . . 


37, 389 


1,204 


45,073 

3,846 

75 

119,909 

13,058 

855 

930 

9,879 


3, 753 
62,911 

31,050 
71,255 
1,055 
24, 873 
2,667 
2, 156 
1,285 

32,308 
39,224 
34, 674 
519 
29,294' 
1,231 
10,677 


19, 060 

2,503 

2,631 

211, 120 

964,117 

10,499,020 

2.243 


2,280 

17, 6S9 

410 

278, 3f)D 


21, 832 


16,478 


MISCELLANEOl'S  PIECE  GOODS. 

Silk  piece  goods,  mi.\ tures 

FOREIGN  METALS. 

Brass  and  yellow  metalsheets,  etc pounds..  34,840  7,581 

Copper  sheets,  etc do. . . .  134, 862  13, 433 

"Conversion  rates  used  were  as  follows:  1  baikwan  tael=?0.C7  for  1914  and  ^0.612 
for  1915. 
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IMPORTS— Continued. 


Articles. 


1914 
( Jan. -Aug.). 


1915 
(Sept.-Dec.). 


FOREIGN  METALS— continued. 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new: 

B  ars poun  ds 

Nail-iod do  . . 

Nails,  wire do  .. 

Sheets  and  plates do. . 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old do  . . 

Lead,  in  pigs do . . 

Nickel do.. 

Quicksilver do  . . 

Steel do.. 

Tinned  plates,  plain do . . 

CHINESE  MET.\LS. 

Iron,  pig do 

Steel .do 

FOREIGN-  SUNDRIF.S. 

Bags,  gunny pieces  . . 

Butter pounds  . . 

Buttons,  brass gross . . 

Candles poimds  . . 

Chlnawai-e,  coarse  and  fine,  and  crocker}' value  . . 

Cigarettes do 

Cigars do 

Coal tons.. 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints: 

Aniline value . , 

Indigo,  artificial pounds. 

Lead,  white  and  yellow do 

Logwood  extract-'. do 

Flour barrels  (190  pounds). 

Glassware \  alne . 

Lamns  and  lampware do 

Matches,  wood,  Japan gross . 

Mats pieces . 

Needles thousands . 

Oils:  Kerosene — 

American American  gallons . 

Japanese do 

Russian do 

Sumatra do 

Paper pounds. 

Pepper,  black do 

Rauway  plant  and  materials value.. 

Seaweed pound  s . 

Soap vi«,l  ue . 

Soda pounds . 

Stores,  household value . 

Sugar: 

Brown pounds . 

While do... 

Refined do . . . 

Candy do . . . 

Timber: 

Hardwood cubic  feet . 

Softwood square  feet . 

Wines,  beer,  spirits,  etc.: 

Beer  and  porter value. 

Wines  and  spirits do . . . 

CHINESE   SUNDRIES. 

Arsenic pounds 

Beans do . . 

Cereals,  rice do . . 

Cigarettes do.. 

riom-,  mill barrels  (19i3  pounds) 

Grass  cloth: 

<-oarse pounds 

l^ine do . . 

Medicines _  .do . . 

Oil,  v^'ocd do.. 

Paper: 

First  quality do . . 

Second  quality do . . 

Joss do.. 

Silk  piece  good? do . . 

Straw  braid do 

Tea do.. 

Timber,  softwood so iiare  feet 


1,924,111 

.562,98.9 

5.34,923 

667,  :»4 

12, 188, 120 

297, 054 

8,113 

:5,990 

.581, 742 

1,982,498 


-184,870 
28, 861 


377, 513 
63, 707 
54, 406 
12.5,685 
$22,321 
S264,  394 
$7, 946 


$85, 3S1 

2,471,140 

220,  lOi) 

198,  ,835 

27,  605 

SS,.8S8 

$22,851 

3, 429!  196 

62, 871 

277,417 

1,445,058 


1,965.637 
824,812 

4, 607, 5ia 
193, 707 
S34,219 
721,-525 
S27,0.53 

4,176,333 
$-!3, 005 

14,401,639 
4, 893, 602 
3)888,521 
1. 570,  Hk 

29.992 
5, 763, 881 

$17,872 
$48, 393 


224,637 

79. 268 

2,950.605 

1,060,010 

21,941 

SS, 977 

59, 717 

464,461 

11, 970, 236 

416. 423 

4,271,295 

629, 356 

9,310 


195, 111 

""ii2,'5i8 

66, 899 

2, 786, 483 

64,372 

1,197 


320, 264 
353, 340 


664,601 


201,093 
2,394 


312,896 

1,596 

18,506 

80, 731 

$5, 495 

$110,232 

$2, 197 

6,497 


64,6.38 
22, 477 
167 
$4,697 
$3, 525 
1,469.283 
71,229 
23, 265 

2, 256, 080' 
22, 020 

'i',m',07i 

928, 074 
109, 592 

'i,'835,'oci 

$6, 830 

"'5i6,'286 

3, 407, 859 

1,904,826 

1,097,51 

282, 3-59 

7,715 


,12,372 
$32, 195 


76, 874 

23,541 

1,114,274 

676, 438 

3,242 

266 

'"i42,i77 

49,077 

238. 602 

1,364,979 

399, 931 

1,729 

27, 797 

308,959 

lS2i467 
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EXPORTS. 


Articles. 

1914 
(Jan.-Aug.). 

1915 
(Scpt.-Dec.). 

Animals,  living,  cattle 

number. . 

pounds.  - 

17,542 
22,631,014 

44.''..  330 

6S),28.5 

2,069  278 

212.131 

3.972 
1.268  820 

Bcanr,; 

do.... 

43. 890 

Yellow 

do 

do.... 

1,593.473 

Brist'es          

do 

126, J83 

do.... 

401 ,  128 

Coal     

tons . . 

167.561 

5. 0S7 

Copper,  ingots 

Cotton,  raw 

pounds.. 

5,967,311 

do 

1.296,883 
101,012 
217,912 

3D0, 289 
1,031,6.S1 
49,343 
17,961.500 
159, 733 
143.523 
719, 663 

29,870,404 

98.431,70* 

145,519 

3,130,304 

7, 498, 939 

$166, 037 

2,065,224 

1,463 

2,483,909 

11,3.58 

233 

57,026.210 

19,339 

55, 594 
1S9, 259 

26, 733 
793 
399 

259  081 
61,978 
S,  778 

5,445,153 

Cuttlefish 

do 

5.985 

do.... 

320. 795 

Egg: 

Albumen 

do.... 

Yolk 

do 

■\Vbolc,  preparat  ion 

I'resb 

do.... 

number. . 

7, 536, 970 

1.489 

Fish,  dried  and  salt 

.....'.'.'.........do.... 

154,280 
283, 556 

Groimdnuts  (peanuts): 

In  shell 

do..  . 

376. 656 

Shelled. 

do 

13,187.482 

Ilats,  straw 

number 

1,500 

Hides,  cow 

pounds. . 

1,553.174 

Meats,  fresh  and  frozen 

MedicLncs 

do.... 

value. . 

979.811 
$16, 740 

Oil: 

Bean 

pounds 

2, 555, 994 

Castor 

do 

1,06.8.256 

Peanut 

do 

7,701,099 

Pears,  fresh 

do.. 

1,129,218 

Pies,  salted 

4,158 

Salt 

. pounds  . 

40, 068, 112 

Samshii 

do 

Seeds: 

Anricot 

do 

184,072 

Melon 

do 

42, 9.59 

Silk: 

Raw,  white— 

Not  rereeled  and  not 
Reeled  from  dupions 

steam  filature 

do.... 

do  ... 

14,231 
1.330 

Steam  fllnture 

Yellow — 

Not  rereeled  and  not 

Steam  filatuie 

Rereeled 

steam  filature 

do.... 

................do.... 

0,384 

149.359 
32,984 
?5, 935 

Cocoons,  refuse 

do  . 

50, 008 

Waste 

do 

445,816 

437,304 

7,113 

9,925 

41,572 

5, 017. 957 

3,227,378 

4,3S9 

1,467,123 

37, 905 

532 

251, 702 

714,875 

Pongee,  Shantimg 

(lO 

282,093 
4,389 

Skins  and  furs; 

Rugs,  dcg 

Goat,  iintannGd 

Straw  braid 

do  — 

176  140 
751, 849 

Tallow,  animal 

do 

503,405 

Tobacco,  l?af 

200, 165 

Vegetables,  fresh 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni 

Walnuts 

do.... 

do 

1, 135. 421 
19, 152 

340,746 

Wool,  shcep"s 

do 

731, 101 

Increase  of  Japanese  Cotton  Imports. 

With  the  exception  of  two  British  firms  of  long  standing,  the 
import  business  at  Tsingtau  in  1915  was  in  the  hands  of  newly- 
opened  branches  of  Japanese  firms.  This  gave  Japanese  imports  a 
great  advantage,  notably  in  the  case  of  cotton  yarn.  Figures  fur- 
nished by  local  merchants  give  the  imports  of  cotton  yarn  before  the 
war  roughly  as  follows :  20  per  cent  Chinese,  20  per  cent  Indian,  40 
per  cent  Japanese.  But  in  1915  the  Japanese  yarn  represented  90 
per  cent  of  the  total,  which  Avas  about  50,000  bales,  or  a  little  more 
than  one-half  the  1914  total.     The  demand  for  this  yarn  is  increasing, 
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which,  in  the  absence  of  textile  establishments,  is  only  to  be  explained 
by  the  increasing  extent  to  which  the  natives  are  compelled  by  high 
prices  to  resort  to  hand  looms,  just  as  the  high  prices  of  petroleum 
products  are  causing  a  return  to  groundnut  (peanut)  oil  as  an  illumi- 
nant.  Japanese  preeminence  in  yarn  imports,  however,  is  also  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  since  steamship  connection  with 
Shanghai  is  neither  so  good  nor  so  cheap  as  before  the  war,  yarn 
is  now  coming  to  Shantung  from  that  port  by  rail,  and  this  portion 
does  not  enter  into  the  Maritime  Customs  reports. 

Taking  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  as  a  criterion  the  former 
Japanese  lead  in  imports  of  sheetings  and  drills  increased  to  a  figure 
almost  eliminating  competition,  and  the  same  thing  happened  in 
jeans,  which  increased  from  a  7  per  cent  quota  in  1914  to  over  90  per 
cent  in  1915.  In  T  sloths,  instead  of  contributing  about  one-eighth, 
as  in  1914,  Japan  furnished  more  than  two-thirds.  B}^  the  middle 
of  the  year  19-15  piece  goods  were  being  imported  at  a  rate  only 
slightly  less  than  that  of  previous  years  and  later  in  even  higher 
quantities. 

Tow^ard  the  end  of  1915  plans  were  made  for  the  erection  near 
Tsingtau  of  a  spinning  mill  of  25,000  to  30,000  spindles,  the  ma- 
chinery to  be  British,  purchased  through  a  Japanese  agency.  The 
project  was  well  started  by  the  spring  of  1916.  The  concern  under- 
taking it  is  a  Japanese  firm  having  a  capital  of  $2,500,000  that 
operates  large  mills  in  Osaka  and  Shanghai.  It  is  said  that  $750,000 
has  been  set  aside  to  finance  the  local  mill.  The  product  of  the  mill 
will  be  about  16  per  cent  of  the  average  import  of  yarn  and  should 
therefore  find  a  ready  sale. 
Decrease  in  Imports  of  Metals  and  Paper. 

All  imports  of  foreign  metals  decreased  materially  in  1915  due 
to  the  increased  demand  for  these  materials  elsewhere  and  the  de- 
creased demand  locally,  due  to  general  cessation  of  activities.  Be- 
fore the  war  much  more  than  one-half  of  such  articles  as  iron  bars, 
nails,  and  old  iron  came  from  Germany.  The  loss  w^as  partly  made 
up  by  imports  of  Chinese  pig  iron,  which  were  greatly  augmented. 

In  the  first  eight  months  of  1914  more  than  4,000.000  pounds  of 
foreign  paper  were  imported,  while  in  the  last  four  months  of  1915 
less  than  1,000,000  pounds  came  in.  In  1913,  out  of  521,586  pounds 
of  calendered  paper  imported,  95  per  cent  came  from  Germany;  of 
5,280,267  pounds  of  uncalendered  paper,  98  per  cent  came  from  the 
same  source;  and  of  paper  reckoned  by  value,  64  per  cent  was  of 
German  manufacture.  However,  imports  of  Chinese  paper  also 
fell  off  considerably  last  year. 
Imports  of  Dyes,  Flour,  Glass,  Needles,  Etc. 

No  aniline  dyes  or  artificial  indigo  were  imported  in  the  last  four 
months  of  1915  and  the  natives  are  devoting  great  attention  to  rais- 
ing their  own  indigo  again. 

Imports  of  flour  practically  ceased  in  1915,  evidently  owing  in 
part  to  the  racial  change  in  the  foreign  population.  In  the  shops 
at  present  almost  the  only  flour  to  be  seen  is  the  cheap  product  of 
the  Chinese-operated  mills  in  the  interior,  notably  at  Tsinanfu,  the 
capital  of  the  Province. 
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Window  glass  underwent  the  same  decrease,  due  mainly  to  liigK 
prices.  Before  the  war  Germany  and  Belgium  provided  in  equal 
amounts  almost  the  entire  quantity  consumed  by  the  port,  valued  at 
about  $-10,000  annually. 

In  1913  needles  valued  at  $78,000  were  imported  and  of  these  about 
40  per  cent  came  direct  from  Germany.  The  imports  during  the 
months  reported  by  the  Maritime  Customs  in  1914  and  1915  show  a 
decrease  of  more  than  90  per  cent.  Needles  are  now  both  hard  to 
procure  and  very  expensive. 

Household  stores  and  beer  were  imported  in  greatly  diminished 
quantities,  but  these  are  articles  for  which  the  local  foreign  popula- 
tion furnished  the  greatest  market  and  this  has  changed  almost 
entirely  from  European  to  Asiatic. 

Exports  of  Raw  Cotton  Increase — Cattle  and  Beef  Exports  Decrease. 

The  exports  of  native  produce  to  foreign  countries  fell  greatly  in 
1915  as  compared  Avith  the  previous  year,  mainly  owing  to  their  di- 
version to  the  neighboring  Chinese  ports  of  Shanghai,  Tientsin,  and 
Chefoo. 

Raw  cotton  exports  greatly  increased  in  volume,  due  to  the  demand 
in  Japan,  while  egg  products,  formerly  one  of  the  most  important 
of  Tsingtau  products,  entirely  ceased,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
factories  were  German  owned. 

Cattle  and  beef  exports  decreased  considerably — the  latter  from 
about  7,500,000  pounds  in  1914  to  less  than  1,000,000  pounds  in 
August-December,  1915.  To  offset  this,  however,  a  canned-meat 
factory  of  a  capacity  of  4,000  pounds  daily  has  been  established  and 
the  capacity  of  the  plant  is  to  be  increased  to  10,000  pounds. 

Decrease  in  Groundnut  and  Straw- Braid  Exports. 

Groundnuts  (peanuts)  were  among  the  exports  that  suffered  a 
serious  decline,  but  the  loss,  although  large,  was  partially  made  up 
by  a  corres-pondingly  great  increase  in  the  export  of  peanut  oil.  High 
freight  rates  and  the  utilization  of  the  factories  in  Europe  for  other 
purposes  make  profitable  the  crushing  of  the  peanuts  before  ship- 
ment. In  September-December,  1915,  alone,  more  than  7,500,000 
pounds  of  this  oil  were  shipped,  as  against  2,500,000  pounds  in  the 
period  January-August  of  1914,  The  oil  is  brought  from  the  interior 
in  lined  baskets  and  is  refined  locally  by  boiling  and  screening,  but 
this  process  seems  designed  partially  to  blend  the  different  grades  of 
oil.  Almost  the  entire  quantity  went  direct  to  Japan,  there  to  be 
reshipped. 

Straw-braid  exports,  in  which  Tsingtau  had  attained  to  a  pre- 
eminent position  before  the  w^ar,  fell  off'  almost  entirely  in  1915,  due 
to  the  diversion  of  the  trade  to  Chefoo  and  Tientsin. 

Share  of  Each  Country — Principal  Destinations  of  Exports. 

Tlie  value  of  the  direct  trade  of  Tsingtau  with  foreign  countries, 
distributed  by  countries  of  destination,  in  September-December, 
1915,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs,  was 
as  follows: 
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Countries. 


Hongkonp; 

G real  Britain 

Russia  (PaiiDe  ports) 

Chosen  (K orea) 

Japan  (ineludins  Taiwan) 

Philippine  Islands 

United  States  (including  Hawaii). 
Australasia 


Total. 


Gross  im- 
ports of 
foreign 
goods. 


$170,433 
2,358 


59, 764 
2,124,766 


181,626 
81,295 


2,620,242 


Exports 
and  re- 
exports of 
Chinese 
goods. 


$47,986 

123, S83 

58,449 

1,753,867 

13,801 

1,928,092 


Total. 


$218,419 
2,358 
123,989 
118,213 
3,878,6.33 
13,801 
181,625 
81,295 


4, 61 8,  .334 


Reex- 
ports of 
foreign 


$894 


315 
54,874 


56,083 


The  principal  destinations  of  leading  articles  of  export  in  the 
period  September-December  (inclusive),  1915,  as  compiled  by  the 
Chinese  Maritime  Customs,  was  as  follows: 


Description  of  goods. 


Japan 
(direct). 


other 
countries 
(dire(  t). 


Shanghai. 


other 
treaty 
ports. 


Total. 


Animals:  Cattle head . 

Apri'  ot  seeds povmds . 

Bean  rake do. . . 

Beef,  fresh do. . . 

Bones do... 

B rass  ware do... 

Bristles do... 

Coal  (:rhan) tons  (of  2,240  pounds). 

Copper  ingots pounds . 

Cotton ,  raw do . . . 

Dates: 

Black do... 

Red do... 

Kggs,  fresh dozen. 

Hides,  cow pounds . 

Oils: 

Bean do... 

Peanut do. . . 

Peanuts  (groundnuts): 

Kot  shelled do... 

Shelled do... 

Salt do... 

Sesame do . . . 

Silk,  raw: 

White do... 

Yellow do. . . 

Silk  refuse do... 

Silk,  pongee do... 

Skins,  goat pie  es. 

Straw  braid pounds . 

Tallow , do. .. 

Walnuts do . . . 

Wool,  sheep's do. . . 


41 , 8"5 
l,2f8,820 

52, 003 

1,59:^,473 

9, 576 


3,  COS 


299 


142,177 


S52 
5,967,311 
3, 422, 755 


879, 928 

532' 

"'i,'665' 


78, 204 

126,483 

3,570 


47, 880 
'i95,'244 


449, 760 
1,404,746 

2,555,994 
7,056,049 

199,899 
3,000,613 


147,497 
101,820 


1,710,912 

320, 796 
26,068 
26, 825 

121,429 


100 
'3ii,'486' 


7,182 
49,675 
26,999 


070,586 


17,290 

665 

40,068,112 


590,919 


159,467 
10,186,204 


8, 240 


26,334 
133 


9,842 


424,536 
362,  .558 
107,331 
712,082 


63,840 
30, 191 


3,325 

21,945 
208, 278 
6S8,  .541 
272,118 
176,140 
274,512 


56, 525 


200,032 
19,019 


52, 801 
77,007 
3,192 


3,972 
184,072 

1,268,820 
979,811 

1,593,473 
283,556 
126,483 
,  5,087 

5,'967,311 

5,445,153 

320,796 

ISO,  747 

628,080 

1,553,174 

2,555,994 
7,701,099 

376,656 
13,187,482 
■40,068,112 

730,430 

21,945 
208, 278 
714,875 
282,093 
176, 140 
751,849 
503,405 
340, 746 
731,101 


Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  values  of  declared  exports  to 
the  United  States  as  invoiced  through  the  Tsingtau  consulate  in  1914 
and  1915 : " 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Bristles 

$66,845 
146, 601 
63,623 
147, 898 
6,278 

$6,078 
"4,' 792 
"3,"  346 

$6, 718 

320,391 

3,445 

Eggs 

$19,628 

Hides 

Total 

Silk,  pongee 

761,799 

33,844 

"  There  was  no  representative  of  the  American  consulate  at  Tsingtau  between  Aug. 
1914,  and  Feb.  6,  1015,  and  consequently  no  articles  were  ceitifled  during  this  period. 


10 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


There  were  no  declared  exports  to  the  insular  possessions  of  the 
TTnited  States  in  1914  or  1915. 

The  export  of  Shantung  products  to  the  United  States  through 
Tsingtau  practically  ceased  in  1915,  Owing  to  the  absence  of  a 
strong  comjDetitivc  market  Chinese  dealers  preferred  to  go  to  Tient- 
sin, Chefoo,  and  Shanghai,  but  the  advantages  of  the  port  will  un- 
doubtedly lead  to  their  return  after  the  war,  provided  the  former 
market  is  restored.  Some  have  already  returned.  At  present  some 
Chinese  merchants  are  doing  a  direct  business  on  the  open-credit 
system  with  firms  in  Japan,  thus  eliminating  middlemen.  Such  a 
direct  business,  if  begun  with  due  caution,  might  be  established  be- 
tAveen  American  and  Chinese  firms,  although,  of  course,  many  risks 
and  difliculties  at  once  suggest  themselves  to  one  ccaisidering  the 
matter. 

Shipping — Dues  and  Duties. 

The  shipping  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Tsingtau  during 
January-June,  1914,  and  the  entire  year  1915,  classified  by  nation- 
ality, was  as  follows: 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Nationalities. 

1914 
(Jan- 
June). 

1915 
(e-ntire 
year). 

1914 
(Jan.- 
June). 

1915 
(entire 
year). 

Steamers: 

15 
313 
246 
268 
102 

2 

""'126' 

1,037 

5 

28, 342 
C97,896 
471,  .355 
31.5,317 
146, 566 

7,460 

British 

161,907 

1,308,101 
9,760 

Total 

944 
2 

1,1G4 
24' 

1,059,477 
1,588 

1, 490, 294 

SailiHg  vessels: 

1,756 

Total 

946 

1,188 

1,661,065 

1,492,050 

The  dues  and  duties  collected  by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  in 
1915  were  as  follows:  Import  dues,  $153,158;  export  dues,  $108,311; 
coast-trade  dues,  $5,639;  opium  duties,  $1,109;  opiiun  likin,  $2,773; 
transit  dues,  $3,255;' total,  $274,245. 

Suggestions  Regarding  American  Tirade. 

The  general  import  business  of  the  port  last  year  was  largely  in 
the  hands  of  Japanese  firms,  with  a  consequent  advantage  to  Japanese 
goods.  It  would  appear  that  this  advantage  could  be  partly  overcome 
by  the  establishment  of  an  American  firm  in  Tsingtau,  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  the  volume  of  business  would  warrant  this.  Still  it  must 
be  remembered  that  British  firms  have  been  in  business  here  for 
many  years  and  that  in  ordinary  times  American  markets  absorb 
about  $1,000,000  worth  of  Tsingtau  exports. 

An  American  firm  coming  to  Tsingtau  should  not  confine  itself  to 
]mports,  but  should  be  prepared  to  deal  also  in  native  exports,  which 
are  the  following,  named  in  or'der  of  importance:  Straw  braid,  egg 
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products,  shelled  groundnuts    (peanuts),  bristles,  hides,  unshelled 
groundnuts,  bean  oil,  pongee  silk,  walnuts,  and  eggs. 

The  tabulated  returns  for  1915,  although  fragmentary,  indicate 
that  there  are  opportunities  for  American  products  in  the  line  of 
metals — that  is,  iron  bars,  old  iron,  nails,  needles,  and  screws,  and 
also  in  dyes,  paints,  flour,  and  paper. 
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